
▪ Winnetka Park District 2011 – 2015 Strategic Plan

▪ Set in motion the efforts for a Lakefront Master Plan

▪ Board formed the Lakefront Advisory Committee

▪ RFP resulted in the Park District working with a team of 

third party experts (“Project Team”)

▪ Lakota Group

▪ W.F. Baird & Associates

▪ GeWalt Hamilton Associates

▪ Shabica Associates

▪ OKW Architects

Winnetka Waterfront 2030:
Lakefront Master Plan 
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The Park District Board developed a list of candidates 

representing a broad cross-section of the community. 

LAC interviewed individuals and selected those to provide 

the LAC with a wide range subject matter expertise.

Joe Dooley Warren James

Blake Hannafan Cheryl Christian

Jim Petersen Ken Alt

Newton Marshall Charles Dowding

Chris MacRitchie Mike Doornweerd

Lakefront Advisory 
Committee



Stakeholder Interviews and Focus Group Discussions (200+ individuals)

▪ Village of Winnetka Board of Trustees

▪ Village of Winnetka Environmental and Forestry Commission

▪ Village of Winnetka staff

▪ Winnetka Parks Foundation

▪ Neighboring communities, local institutions, community organizations, 

lakefront homeowners, boat beach users, dog beach users, and other beach 

users.

2014 + 2015 Community Engagement



Three web-based surveys completed:

▪ The Lakefront Master Plan Survey – July 2015:

▪ 177 participants

▪ Asked for feedback regarding preliminary lakefront plans

▪ Winnetka Caucus Council Survey – August 2015

▪ Number of participants not known

▪ Range of Village topics, to include resident preferences for future of lakefront

▪ Dog Beach Survey – September 2015

▪ 117 participants

▪ Sent to all current dog beach pass holders

▪ Asked how users interacted with the Centennial Beach dog park

2014 + 2015 Community Engagement



Nine public open house sessions in 2015

Five (5) topics addressed:

▪ Existing Conditions Assessment:  February 19 and February 28

▪ Design Concept Alternative Review:  May 21 and May 30

▪ Draft Concept Review #1:  July 25

▪ Draft Concept Review #2:  September 12 and September 16

▪ Draft Concept Review #3:  October 15 and October 17

2014 + 2015 Community Engagement



Additional outreach:

▪ Lakefront tour 

▪ Informational signage posted in the parks (kiosks)

▪ Community special event displays at seasonal events 

▪ Sidewalk sale (HW District), Fall Fest, Fourth of July, etc.

2014 + 2015 Community Engagement



▪ Winnetka Park District board unanimously voted to approve and adopt the 

Winnetka Waterfront 2030: Lakefront Master Plan – March 17, 2016

Since approval, Master Plan has been executed:

▪ Maple Street Beach boardwalk (completed 2019) and bluff restoration 

(completed 2021)

▪ Tower Road Park/Beach bluff staircase and bluff restoration 

(completed 2021)

▪ Lloyd Beach breakwaters, bluff restoration, boardwalk, and more 

(completed 2021)

2016 – Present:  Approval and Execution



Lloyd Beach Summer 2019



Lloyd Beach Spring 2021



Lloyd Beach Summer 2021



Elder/Centennial Master Plan 



Elder/Centennial Engineered 
Plan 



Lakefront Master Plan

Page 130 - Highest Priority:

▪ Property acquisition

▪ Dedicate beach as swimming beach

Centennial Park & Beach 
Program & Site 

Improvements Matrix



Lakefront Master Plan

Centennial Park & Beach 
Program & Site 

Improvements Matrix

Page 131:

▪ Requires relocation of dog run to 

alternate open space within the Village 



Lakefront Master Plan

Page 160:

▪ Year 3 – 5 of Master Plan:  Dedicate 

beach as swimming beach



Key items:

▪ Property Exchange Agreement (completed 

and approved October, 2020)

▪ Breakwater design (in process)

▪ Coastal engineering (in process)

▪ Outfall pipe solution (in process)

▪ Application for permit (in process)

▪ Development of off leash dog park (in 

process)

Elder Lane Park/Beach + Centennial Park/Beach



Significant efforts to provide 
a Winnetka dog park



Off Leash Dog Park 

Possible Site Locations 



Communication & Research  
Off Leash Dog Park 

Stakeholder Group & Research Reviewed  

Dog Owners • Several meetings in 2019 
• Reviewed the needs and amenities on locations and suggestions 
• What makes a desirable dog park

Village of Winnetka • Base concept, expectations and concerns
• Reviewed possible locations with in the Village Boundaries

Cook County Forest Preserve • Discussed possible locations (Erickson Woods, Skokie Lagoons, Etc.)

Northfield & Glencoe Park District • Possible Partnership or collaboration on a shared site 
• Staff attendance at Glencoe Dog Park Open House & Board Meetings  

Site Visits • Visited 10 North Suburban Dog Parks 



West Elm Park Location 



Crow Island Woods Location 



Village of Winnetka Property 
Location 



▪ Developed within the overall Stormwater Project

▪ Plan presented to Village of Winnetka Trustees

▪ Parking and ADA access

Off Leash Dog Park Location
Village Property at Public Works



Possible Features: 

▪ Drinking fountain (with dog dishes)

▪ Shade structure/shelter (fabric, metal, wood)

▪ Separate small dog area (separate entry / exit gates)

▪ Dog shower area (to rinse paws) 

▪ Exercise or agility equipment

Off Leash Dog Park Location 
Village of Winnetka Property



Proposed Dog Park Location 
Village of Winnetka Property  









Emerge Winnetka Layout 



Emerge Winnetka
Event Schedule 




